
 The City of Kewaunee has assembled a mayor-appointed Waterfront      

Planning Committee to update the City’s Waterfront Plan, which was last      

updated in 2009. Since that time, the Kewaunee harbor seawall was rebuilt,   

improvements were made to Harbor Park, and the old Hamacheck/Klockner 

manufacturing building was raised and readied for redevelopment. 

 The purpose of the waterfront plan is to serve as a guide to assist the City, 

public and private agencies, and private developers for long and short-term  

development activities.  The plan will identify improvements and development 

opportunities for the Kewaunee River Harbor and Lake Michigan waterfront.   

In addition, the plan will evaluate elements of the Central Business District as it 

relates to drawing residents and tourists to the waterfront and the downtown 

business district. 

 The planning process has included: a review of various existing city plans;  

a parcel inventory of city-owned properties to identify prospective parcels for 

development; a signage inventory to assess wayfinding and safe crossings      

opportunities; a community survey to gather opinions about development      

opportunities; a community design charrette process by UW Extension; and, 

public input meetings. Staff from UW Extension and Kewaunee County        

Economic Development Corporation are co-facilitating the various components 

of the planning process. 

 On January 10-11, twelve community development, planning, and              

architecture professionals from UW Extension and private practices across the 

State descended on Kewaunee for a Community Design Charrette. Known as 

the Design Wisconsin Team, their charge from the City was to illustrate             

concepts and design ideas for high priority areas as identified by the communi-

ty. Five of the high-priority areas include the former Hamacheck/Klockner 

manufacturing site; Fisherman's Point; the area west of the Municipal 

Wastewater Treatment Plant; Pioneer/Selner parks and the public beach area; 

and, the city-owned campground just west of Hwy 42 and the public marina.      

 The Design Wisconsin Team  presented their recommendations to over 40 

community members at a public presentation on Janaury 11. The team affirmed 

Kewaunee’s branding identity as one of the Great Lake’s Last Authentic 

Lakeshore Towns. Core to this identity was the need to capitalize on its rich 

fishing history, preserve open vistas of the waterfront, and maintain easy access 

to both land and water outdoor activities. The community is dense with        

amenities that are enjoyed by all, especially to visitors to the community.  

 The Design Team facilitated a Vision Sketch exercise. Four main ideas 

came out of the visioning exercise. The first was a stated desire for the              

community to increase its business activity by increasing pedestrian traffic  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

downtown and expanding the visitor season by building on current strengths of                                                

boating traffic and by nurturing wedding venues and associated businesses. A 

second idea was to add physical connectivity and linkages from the inlet area, 

to the marina, to the business district and downtown area and the beach by           

increasing gathering and walking opportunities. Other ideas related to branding 

and communicating our message and specific implementation opportunities to 

help with the phasing of projects.    

 Among the most exciting ideas resulting from the Design Charrette was the 

designers’ conceptualization of what might be the highest and best use of two 

spaces: the former Hamacheck/Klockner Site (renamed Ellis Point), and the 

Fisherman’s Point Site.  

 Ellis Point is illustrated as completely transformed as a multi-use space that 

includes retail, brewpub/restaurant space, visitor housing, wedding venue, an 

outdoor amphitheater, and a water feature that could double as an ice rink in 

winter. It closes off the existing end of Ellis Street and turns it into a plaza 

providing connectivity between the new development and Lakehaven Hall. All 

new construction is three stories or less to preserve views and retains the fishing 

town flavor.  

 Fisherman’s Point is illustrated as a fisherman's village with multiple     

smaller scale buildings that could become visitor housing or retail. These small-

scale buildings could be constructed by the high school trades program. An old 

train diner car could be rehabbed and become a seasonal eatery, again perhaps 

in cooperation with a youth program. New boat slips and a small beach for 

scows could accommodate a youth boat-building, sailing or fishing program. A 

large screen off the tip of Fisherman's Point could host outdoor summer movie 

nights for locals and visitors, both from land or the water.     

 To view additional Design Team illustrations, and the presentation given on 

January 11, please go to https://kewaunee.uwex.edu/. 
 

University of Wisconsin-Extension, Claire Thompson, Community Development Educator 

920-388-7136 * claire.thompson@ces.uwex.edu      

https://kewaunee.uwex.edu  https://www.faceboook.com/KewauneeCtyUWEX https://twitter.com/KewauneeCtyUWEX 
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     A monthly publication for 

Kewaunee County residents.   

These programs are supported by 

your  tax dollars.  We look forward 

to  receiving your comments. Please 

call us at the phone numbers     

provided in the individual headers. 
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