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     A monthly publication for 

Kewaunee County residents.   

These programs are supported by 

your  tax dollars.  We look forward 

to  receiving your comments. 

 Please call us at the phone 

numbers provided in the individual 

headers. 

FOGHORN ADDRESS 
CHANGES 

 Please let us know if your 
mailing address changes.  Since 
the Foghorn is mailed 3rd class,    
it is not  forwarded, and UW-
Extension must pay for incorrect 
addresses.   
 Call 388-7141 for address 
changes or you will be removed 
from the list. 

Receive the Foghorn in your inbox! 
 Want to have the Foghorn at your fingertips? Sign up today to receive the 

Foghorn directly to your inbox! Be the first to know all the exciting events 

and opportunities available.  

 Visit https://kewaunee.uwex.edu/foghorn-newsletter/ to sign up today!   

What Unites and Divides Urban, Suburban and Rural Communities 

 Large demographic shifts are reshaping Ameri-

ca. The country is growing in numbers, it’s becom-

ing more racially and ethnically diverse and the pop-

ulation is aging. But according to a new analysis by 

Pew Research Center, these trends are playing out 

differently across community types. 

 Urban areas are at the leading edge of racial and 

ethnic change, with nonwhites now a clear majority 

of the population in urban counties while solid ma-

jorities in suburban and rural areas are white. Urban 

and suburban counties are gaining population due to 

an influx of immigrants in both types of counties, as 

well as domestic migration into suburban areas. In 

contrast, rural counties have made only minimal 

gains since 2000 as the number of people leaving for 

urban or suburban areas has outpaced the number 

moving in. And while the population is graying in 

all three types of communities, this is happening 

more rapidly in the suburbs than in urban and rural 

counties. 

 At the same time, urban and rural communities 

are becoming increasingly different from each other 

politically. Adults in urban counties, long aligned 

with the Democratic Party, have moved even more 

to the left in recent years, and today twice as many 

urban voters identify as Democrats or lean Demo-

cratic as affiliate with the Republican Party. For 

their part, rural adults have moved more firmly into 

the Republican camp. More than half (54%) of rural 

voters now identify with or lean to the GOP, while 

38% are Democrats or lean Democratic. 

 

 

 Against this backdrop, a new Pew Research 

Center survey finds that many urban and rural resi-

dents feel misunderstood and looked down on by 

Americans living in other types of communities. 

About two-thirds or more in urban and rural areas 

say people in other types of communities don’t un-

derstand the problems people face in their communi-

ties. And majorities of urban and rural residents say 

people who don’t live in their type of community 

have a negative view of those who do. In contrast, 

most suburbanites say people who don’t live in the 

suburbs have a positive view of those who do. 

There are significant gaps in measures of eco-

nomic well-being in urban, suburban and rural 

counties  
 In addition to the divergent demographic trends 

taking place in urban, suburban and rural communi-

ties, the analysis finds that rural counties lag behind 

their urban and suburban counterparts when it comes 

to some measures related to economic well-being. 

The average earnings per worker in urban areas were 

$49,515 in 2016, followed by $46,081 in the suburbs 

and $35,171 in rural areas, though these figures 

don’t account for differences in living costs across 

county types. And while the number of employed 

adults ages 25 to 54 rose in urban and suburban 

counties since 2000, it declined in rural counties 

overall. 

 When it comes to the number of people living in 

poverty, however, the suburbs have seen much 

sharper increases since 2000 than urban or rural 

counties – a 51% increase, compared with 31% in 

cities and 23% in rural areas. Overall, the poverty 

rate is somewhat higher in rural (18%) and urban 

(17%) areas than in suburban (14%) counties. 

Rural Americans, especially those without a col-

lege degree, are less optimistic about their finan-

cial future 

 Majorities of Americans in urban (68%), subur-

ban (59%) and rural (62%) communities say they 

don’t currently have enough income to lead the kind 

of life they want. But while about half of those in 

cities (46%) and suburbs (49%) who say this is the 

case believe they will have enough income in the 

future, rural residents are less optimistic: 63% of 

adults in rural areas who say they don’t currently 

have enough income to lead the kind of life they 

want don’t expect to in the future, while 36% think 

they eventually will. 

 The gap in financial optimism across communi-

ty types is driven by a marked concern among rural 

residents without a bachelor’s degree. In rural areas, 

about a third (34%) of those with some college or 

less education who say they don’t currently have 

enough income to lead the kind of life they want 

think they will in the future; higher shares in cities 

(44%) and suburbs (46%) say this is the case. In 

contrast, similar shares of those with a bachelor’s 

degree or more education in urban (53%), suburban 

(58%) and rural (53%) areas think they will eventu-

ally have enough income to lead the kind of life they 

want. 

Across community types, majorities say rural 

areas get less than their fair share of federal dol-

lars 

 About seven-in-ten rural residents (71%), and 

somewhat narrower majorities in suburban (61%) 

and urban (57%) communities, say rural areas re-

ceive less than their fair share of federal dollars. 

These views don’t vary considerably across demo-

graphic or partisan lines. 

 When it comes to the amount urban areas re-

ceive from the federal government, about half of 

urban dwellers (49%) say cities receive less than 

their fair share; only about a third of those in sub-

urbs and rural areas share this view. Across commu-

nity types, Democrats are more likely than Republi-

cans to say urban areas receive less than their fair 

share, while Republicans are more likely to say these 

types of communities receive more than their fair 

share. Similar shares of Democrats and Republicans 

within each community type say urban areas receive 

about the right amount of federal dollars. 

Urban and rural residents see drug addiction as a 

top-tier problem in their local community 

 About half of urban (50%) and rural (46%) 

adults say drug addiction is a major problem where 

they live; a smaller but substantial share in the sub-

urbs (35%) say the same about their local communi-

ty. 

 Concerns about drug addiction vary significantly 

along socio-economic lines. Across community 

types, those without a bachelor’s degree are more 

likely than those with more education to say drug 

addiction is a major problem in their local communi-

ty. 

 Certain problems are felt more deeply in some 

types of communities than in others. For example, 

rural adults are more likely than their urban and sub-

urban counterparts to say access to public transporta-

tion and to high-speed internet are major problems. 

For their part, urban dwellers express greater con-

cern than those in suburban and rural areas about the 

availability of affordable housing, crime, poverty 

and the quality of K-12 education in public schools. 

 

For more information and to read the full report, vis-

it http://www.pewsocialtrends.org/2018/05/22/what-

unites-and-divides-urban-suburban-and-rural-

communities/ 

 

 

http://www.people-press.org/2018/03/20/1-trends-in-party-affiliation-among-demographic-groups/

